PHOTOS AND TEXT BY WAYNE THOMS

he designers of the 1
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. You just can't beat a

. LeSe are jet aircraft, high
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this one really does it e called N Orange Spe-
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driver. Manrice Richer, with reguired roll bar. =

belt and shoulder har while he straddles differential and drive line. Minimom
instruments include tachometer. oil and fuel pressure rages. Chas members are
ar surplus chrome moly wing struts, Front spring is transverse leaf. none is naed on rear,
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cial. which comes from El Monte, California, and
iz the product of the combined talents and re-
soirees of the mechanic-driver team of Bob Arm-
strong and Mauriee Richer,

Proof that thie car i= a good one is “world's
championship™ collected at the Long Beach drag
strip @ little more than a vear ago,

One major change has oceurred to the car since
the accompanving pholos were taken. The 1951
Chrysler engine has recently hean replaced by a
1957 Chrysler V-8—and the elimination of the
transmission. (The new setup reportedly delivers
nearly 500 hp on fuel from itz 392 cubic inches,
Both bore -anid =troke are stock. The wallop to
the rear wheels is now delivered direct. driving
through a multiple-digk Albro eluteh. )

The first engine; and the one sliown here, was
g real corker. however, Best elapsed time in the
(quarter-mile was 942 seconds—and top time was
15540 mph. All this was registered inoa ron at
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FRONTAL AREA kept to a mini Bakersfield. Since then the revized regulations in

mum reduces drag but exposed ! R . .
Ford fromt axle. suspension components and engine rocker hoxes eifect at some strips.hive pequited rHning on

will create turhulence at high speeds. Streamlined Fairing would help, gas, '=_|“'] speeds have been reduced to 136 mph.
It is intez rsling o ple that with the new +:'|j_gip'|e.
and at strips where saper fuels =till are allowed,
the top speed so far has been 15917 and elapsed
time 9.50 seconds, 3 bair slower than the preced-
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Continued

FL:!']E':'H 'WEDI'.;E_}. Sshape of motion” iz exemplified in profile view me, 2l Chrysler, iz bored .0B0-and features Herbert eam snd
which reveals engine better than halfway back in 102-inch wheel- er tappets, Hilborn fuel injeciion, tuned exhausts; 13-tol com-
hase chassiz. Driving position  requires arms. fully extended for pression  ratic and Humt Vertex magneto, Transmission is 37
maximum contrel of sensitive Franklin steering during speed runs. La Salle znd rear end is Halibrand quick change straddle mount
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CLOSE INSPECTION is made by mechanic Bob Armstrong, of Chryeler's
combustion chambers after a run, Extremely hizh homidity, that day, force|
vemoval of velocity stacks from Hilborn fuel injection system and added 1o speed.
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SLICKS ON REAR, eight inch wide pure gum rubber and inflated to only
20 pai, provide terrific traction during initial take-ofl. Tail section of dragster
is fiberglass while all other body panels are formed of aluminom, Deus
fasteners are used to secure the panels and make them easily removahle,
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